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Below is our COVID-19 Update for January 15, 2021:

Both the Senate and House are in recess. 

Developments Related to the Attack on the Capitol
1. House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) announced that he will not support calls from the Republican Caucus to remove Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WY) from her leadership position after she voted to impeach President Trump. 
0. As a reminder, Rep. Cheney currently serves as the Republican Conference Chair. 
1. Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Director Christopher Wray announced that the FBI has made over 100 arrests and received over 140,000 tips relating to the attack on the Capitol. Federal prosecutors are considering charging those involved in the attack with sedition, describing the event as a “violent insurrection that attempted to overthrow the United States Government.” 
1. Sedition is a powerful charge that carries with it the possibility of up to 20 years in prison. 
1. The impeachment trial in the Senate could begin on January 20 at 1:00pm, one hour after President-elect Biden is inaugurated.  
2. Senate Democrats, conscious of the delay the trial would cause in the confirmation process of President-elect Biden’s nominees, as well as advancing a new COVID-19 relief package continue to work on a plan to split days in the Senate with half dedicated to the impeachment trial and the other half focused on more regular business. 
0. All 100 Senators would have to agree to such a plan, which amplifies the focus on outgoing Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) given his ability to rally support from other Republican Senators. 
1. Rep. Stephanie Murphy (D-FL) introduced a bill to prevent those who participated in the attack on the Capitol and those who are QAnon followers from holding security clearances, blocking access to national security jobs and classified information. 
3. The bill would require additional questions during the security clearance application process to determine eligibility. 
1. Additionally, there are currently 7,000 members of the National Guard in Washington, DC to help prevent further violence, though that number is expected to increase to 21,000 troops by Inauguration Day. 

Election and Transition News
1. The Senate Intelligence Committee announced that the confirmation hearing for Avril Haines to be Director of National Intelligence has been postponed, after having been previously scheduled for today. It is unclear when the hearing will now take place. 
1. The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation has announced the confirmation hearing for Mayor Pete Buttigieg to be Secretary of Transportation. The hearing will be held next Thursday, January 21 at 10:00am. 
1. President-elect Biden nominated Janet McCabe to be Deputy Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). McCabe previously served as the EPA Acting Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation during the Obama Administration, where she helped create the Clean Power Plan. 
1. President-elect Biden nominated Shalanda Young to be Deputy Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Young is currently the Staff Director for the House Appropriations Committee. House Appropriations Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) described Young as “a legislative expert whose deep knowledge of the federal budget will be critical as we work to Build Back Better." 
1. President-elect Biden is also expected to nominate Deanne Criswell as Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Administrator. Crisswell currently serves as Commissioner of New York City’s Emergency Management Department and also previously served as a leader of a FEMA National Incident Management Assistance Team. 
1. Additionally, President-elect Biden announced Jason Miller as deputy OMB Director for Management. 

COVID-19
1. President-elect Biden has announced Dr. David Kessler, who served as Food and Drug Administration Administrator under Presidents George H. W. Bush and Clinton, as the new lead scientific official for Operation Warp Speed. Dr. Kessler will replace the current lead, Dr. Moncef Slaoui, who will continue to act as an advisor to Operation Warp Speed.  
11. The Biden team also plans to change the name of the vaccine effort, no long using the “Warp Speed” moniker and referring to the effort simply as “COVID Response.” 
1. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) sent a letter to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) asking for power grid control and maintenance utility workers to be given higher priority for COVID-19 vaccines. 
12. According to the letter, the workers are essential and their “duties can only be performed on-site, usually in close quarters, where full adherence to social distancing guidelines is impossible.” 
Congress

Senate
1. Senate committee ratios are expected to be divided equally between Democrats and Republicans for the 117th Congress, just as they were when the Senate was tied in 2001. Funding for the Committees also is likely to be evenly split – a change from the distribution in the 116th Congress.  
Administration
1. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) finalized its “Operation of Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems over People” rule. The final rule allows routine operations of small unmanned aircraft over people and at night under certain conditions, effective March 16. The notice can be found here. 
14. The FAA also issued the final rule on the remote identification of unmanned aircraft in U.S. airspace to address integration-related concerns over safety, national security, and law enforcement. The rule is effective March 16. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Department of Defense’s Inspector General announced that it will conduct an investigation into extremism in the military, following a letter from 14 Democratic Senators. The investigation will cover “policy and procedures that prohibit active advocacy and active participation related to supremacist, extremist, or criminal gang doctrine, ideology, or causes by active-duty military personnel.” 
15. The letter calls for “a comprehensive investigation into instances of white supremacist and violent fringe extremist activity within the military” in light of the attack on the Capitol. 
1. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) may add four new aspects to the New Car Assessment Program, including lane keeping support, pedestrian automatic emergency braking, blind spot warning, and blind spot intervention. The NHTSA requested comments on the proposal and the development of a rating system for automated technology. 
1. The Administration published three final rules, including the Department of Interior’s oil, gas, and coal royalty rule and the Department of Energy’s water heater and furnace rule, which were both reported on yesterday. The third final rule, from the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, will restrict banks from denying loans to entire industries, mainly targeting the fossil fuel industry. 
1. President Trump announced that import restrictions on large washing machines will be extended for two years. These Section 203 restrictions were implemented in 2018 to protect the domestic washer industry after an emergency request from Whirlpool. 
1. The Administration released its implementation plan for the National Strategy to Secure 5G, though the plan does not have to be followed by the Biden Administration. The plan gives increased authority to the White House National Security and Economic councils and includes: 
19. The development and distribution of new technology with an emphasis on secure global networks. 
19. Virtualizing 5G radio access network hardware to reduce dependence on Chinese producers. 
19. The plan is attached. 
1. Amtrak CEO Bill Flynn announced that he supports the creation of a rail passenger service “No Fly List” after the attack on the Capitol. Flynn reflected statements by the airline industry, calling on the federal government " to make assaults against rail workers a Federal crime.” 
20. Amtrak will increase police presence on trains and in stations and ban customers that do not comply with its policies ahead of Inauguration Day. 
Other News
1. United Kingdom (U.K.) Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that starting next week, all travelers arriving in the U.K. will have to self-isolate for 10-days upon arriving. The move was made an effort to curb the spread of different variants of the coronavirus that have surfaced that pose a risk to the U.K.’s vaccination efforts. 
1. The Chamber of Commerce and Bipartisan Policy Center created a coalition, “Build by the Fourth of July,” to advocate for the passage of an infrastructure package by July 4. The coalition specifically calls for legislation that: 
22. Repairs infrastructure. 
22. Stimulates the economy through job creation. 
22. Addresses climate change. 
22. Adopts fiscal and environmental responsibility. 
22. Improves the approval process for federal projects. 
22. Bridges the digital divide. 
1. A group of environmental and civil rights organizations filed two lawsuits against the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) updated lead in drinking water rule. The final rule slows down the process of replacing service lines with high lead levels, which the suits argue will continue to cause damage to human health. 
23. Other environmental groups are urging Congress to include funds to replace service lines in the future infrastructure package. 
1. Google announced a finalized deal to acquire FitBit, though the merger has not yet been approved by the Department of Justice. The merger has been undergoing antitrust review for 14 months and the companies are likely to be integrated before the Biden antitrust team is assembled to potentially take action. 
24. The Department of Justice said that it “has not reached a final decision about whether to pursue an enforcement action.” 
24. The merger was approved in the European Union and Japan. Australia is expected to reach a decision in March. 

Federal Register Notices
1. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) that will take place on January 27 from 10:00am-5:00pm ET. The meeting will discuss COVID-19 vaccines. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Coast Guard is considering the development of a rule to use Safety Management Systems (SMSs) to improve safety and reduce marine casualties on U.S.-flagged passenger vessels. Comments must be received by April 15. The notice can be found here. 
1. The FAA amended the procedure for requesting a special flight authorization to operate in excess of Mach 1 over U.S. land, effective February 16. The rule aims to further the development of new supersonic aircraft and allow for flight tests. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) amended its forfeiture penalty rules to reflect annual adjustments for inflation, effective immediately. The notice can be found here. 
1. The FCC announced a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Diversity and Digital Empowerment (ACDDE) that will take place on February 11 from 10:00am-4:00pm ET. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Department of Homeland Security requested comments on an information collection on COVID-19 contract tracing. Comments are due by March 16. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) added the China National Offshore Oil Corporation to the Entity List for national security purposes. The notice can be found here. 
1. The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) made a technical amendment and extended exclusions for Section 301 tariffs on $200B of Chinese goods. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Department of Transportation requested comments on a draft Strategic Plan on Accessible Transportation to create inclusive transportation systems. Comments must be received by February 16. The notice can be found here. 
1. The Department of the Treasury republished the final guidance on the Coronavirus Relief Fund for States, tribal governments, and certain eligible local governments. The notice can be found here. 
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